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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed 
February 8, 2008. Applicant cancelled claims 1-28 and added new claims 29-51. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 29-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 29 recites, in the preamble, a method claim however the body of the claim recites a 
system claim. Therefore, it is unclear if the claim is a method or a system claim. Correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 29-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chan et al. 
(US 2002/0068585) in view of Hendrey et al. (6,647,269). 

Regarding claims 29, 36 and 43-51, Chan teaches a mobile marketing server, capable of 
communication with a plurality of mobile user terminals, generating content for distribution to a 
processing target user terminal of said plurality of user terminals, based on an action log, which 
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includes a positional information of the processing target user terminal and time at which said 
processing target user terminal existed at said position, and a user attribute of a user of said 
processing target user terminal and distributing said content thus generated to said processing 
target user terminal (see fig. 4-6 and [0026] - [0034]); mobile marketing server manages an 
action log, which includes positions of each one of said user terminals and times at which said 
respective user terminals existed at said positions (see fig. 7-10), and analyzes, when an analysis 
request is received from an analysis terminal, a behavior of said user terminal based on said 
managed action log, and sends analysis results to said analysis terminal, wherein said method is 
further configured in that said analysis request includes a content ID (see [0098] - [0111]). Chan 
does not explicitly teach whereby said mobile marketing server further manages an distribution 
log, which includes an identifier of a user that is a distribution destination, said distributed 
content ID and time of distribution of content, and wherein when there is a notification of an 
analysis request, which includes said content ID, from said analysis terminal to said mobile 
marketing server, said mobile marketing server analyzes a change in a user terminal behavior 
when content having said content ID is distributed, based on said managed action log and 
distribution log, and sends analysis results to said analysis terminal, it is taught in Hendrey (see 
col. 4 line 27 to col. 5 line 5, col. 7 line 44 to col. 8 line 47). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to keep record of the advertisement sent by 
Chan as in Hendrey for analyzing the effectiveness of the advertisement in order to apply 
effectiveness-based rate arrangement and also to generate only advertisements to which the user 
is historically prone to respond, as taught in Hendrey (see col. 8 line 12-47). 
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Regarding claims 30 and 37, Chan teaches wherein said mobile marketing server selects 
as said processing target user terminal a user terminal having an action log and a user attribute 
satisfying anyone of a plurality of pre-established distribution rules (see [0019] - [0025]. 

Regarding claim 31, Chan teaches mobile marketing server selects as said processing 
target user terminal a user terminal that is a source of information request notification (see 
[0054] - [0082]. 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, Chan teaches wherein said user terminal sends its positional 
information to said mobile marketing server, and said mobile marketing server, based on said 
positional information sent from said user terminal, manages said action log of said user terminal 
and said mobile marketing server manages said action log of said user terminal based on said 
positional information sent from said position detection means (see [0027] -[0039]). 

Regarding claims 34 and 41, Chan teaches wherein said user terminal or an identifier 
sending apparatus which is carried by a user of said user terminal sends an identifier unique to 
said user terminal or said identifier sending apparatus to an infrastructure -resident position 
detection means, said infrastructure-resident position detection means receives said identifier of 
said user terminal or said identifier sending apparatus, calculates a position of said user terminal 
based on positional information of said infrastructure-resident position detection means and 
sends positional information of said user terminal to said mobile marketing server, and said 
mobile marketing server manages an action log of said user terminal based on said positional 
information of said user terminal received from said infrastructure-resident position detection 
means (see [0108] - [0120]). 
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Regarding claim 35, Chan teaches wherein said user attribute includes a user age and 
gender (see [0054]). 

Regarding claim 37, Chan teaches, wherein said mobile marketing server further 
comprises a distribution rule database, into which are registered a plurality of distribution rules, 
which include a user terminal action condition, a user attribute condition, and a content ID, 
wherein said content generating means sets as a processing target user terminal a user terminal 
having an action log and user attribute that match anyone of distribution rules registered in said 
distribution rule database among a plurality of user terminals, and generates content to be 
distributed to said processing target user terminal based on a content ID contained in said 
distribution rule and matching said action log and attribute of said processing target user terminal 
(see [0054]-[0085]). 

Regarding claim 38, Chan teaches wherein each said user terminal comprises an 
information requesting means, which gives notification of an information request to said mobile 
marketing server, wherein said content generation means sets as a processing target user terminal 
a user terminal that is a source of said information request notification, and generates content for 
distribution to said processing target user terminal, based on a content ID contained in said 
distribution log and matching said action log and user attribute of said processing target user 
terminal (see [0063]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 39, Chan teaches wherein said user terminal comprises a position 
detection means, which detects a position of said user terminals and a position notification 
means, which gives notification to said mobile marketing server of a position detected by said 
position detection means, and wherein said mobile marketing server comprises an action log 
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database and an action log registering means, which registers into said action log database an 
action log, which includes a positional information of said user terminal which is notified from 
said user terminal, an identifier of said user terminal, and the time of said notification (see 
[0063]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 40, Chan teaches, wherein said mobile marketing system further 
includes a position detection means, which detects a position information of said user terminal 
and gives notification to said mobile marketing server of said detected position information, and 
said mobile marketing server comprises an action log database and an action log registering 
means, which registers into said action log database an action log, which includes said positional 
information, of which notification was made from said position detection means, an identifier of 
said user terminal corresponding to said position detection means which is a source of said 
notification, and the time of said notification (see [0108] - [0120]). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-5 1 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

O'Neil, US 2002/010727 teaches targeted advertising for commuters with mobile IP 
terminals. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yehdega Retta whose telephone number is (571) 272-6723. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

YR 

/Yehdega Retta/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



Application/Control Number: 10/081 ,229 
Art Unit: 3622 



